ACTIVITY SHEETS FOR GEOGRAPHY

These activities are designed to accompany the Jubilee Scotland "Drop the Debt "
education resource.

If you do not have a copy of this resource, go to wwww.jubileescotland.org.uk, or
click here to order a free copy.

ACTIVITY 1: DEBT AND POVERTY

e In groups, brainstorm the major causes of global poverty. Which of these causes
are environmental / social / historical?

Did you include global debt? Debt is a historical cause of poverty, but its impact
can be social and environmental.

e Examine the Case Studies of Bangladesh and Brazil to see examples of the social
and environmental impact of debt.

Source 1: A cycle of poverty

Source 1 shows the social impact of debt.

e Draw another poverty cycle to show the environmental impact of debt (you can
look at page ? of "Drop the Debt" for further information).



ACTIVITY 2: LOOKING AT STATISTICS

Source 1: Human Development Statistics (UNDP 2002 & 2004)

% GDP spent | % GDP spent Life % of 15 - 24 year
Country on debt on expectancy | olds who canread
repayments education & write
Zambia 9.0 % 2.0% 37.5 69.4%
Gambia 50% 2.8% 55.5 49.0%
India 2.8% 3.3% 76 76.4%

(GDP = Gross Domestic Product: the total sum of everything a country produces in a year.)

e Examine Source 1.

From this information, what conclusions can you draw about the links between:

a) money spent on education and literacy levels

b) education and life expectancy

c) level of debt repayments and spending on education

From this, what conclusions might you draw about the effect of debt on people’s

lives?

¢ Discussion point: Are their any problems in using statistics like this, and how might
this affect your confidence in the conclusions you draw?

e Read through the Case Study of Zambia.

Why has debt relief with conditions not improved the lives of people in Zambia?



http://www.jubileescotland.org.uk/forms/Education forms/Case Study Zambia.pdf

ACTIVITY 3: ECOLOGICAL DEBT

e Read and discuss the concept of ecological debt (Page 9 of "Drop the Debt"),
then consider the following sources.

Source 1: Graph showing relative populations and carbon emissions
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statistics from www.earthtrends.wri.org

Source 2: Statement from www.worldrevolution.org

The production and consumption patterns that drive and sustain northern
economies cause environmental deterioration all over the world. It is unjust
that the richest 20 per cent of the population consumes 80 percent of the
planet’s natural wealth. The extraction of this natural wealth also causes
social and environmental damage in the South. Rich northern
governments must recognise that poor southern countries are owed an
ecological debt, and that this debt must be repaid.

e Using the information given in Source 1, write down two conclusions you can
make about differences between industrialized and developing nations.

e With reference to Source 1, do you think that there is a strong argument for the
opinion given in Source 22
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